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Only Baptised Go To 
Heaven?

Only Baptised Go To Heaven?

“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and 

Spirit.” (John 3:5)

Only Baptised Go To Heaven?

 What about the holy men and women of the Old 

Testaments were not Christians and were not 

baptised with water.

 Burning Bush (Ex 3:2-6)

 Burning bush is a sign of the resurrection

 “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob”? He is God not of the dead, but of the 

living.” (Mt 22:32)

 Abraham in Heaven (Lk 16:19-26)

Only Baptised Go To Heaven?

 Transfiguration (Mt 17:1-9, Mk 9:2-8, Lk 9:28-

36)

 Moses and Elijah appeared with Jesus, who is God.

 Moses and Elijah cannot be in Hell as the state of Hell 

is to be eternally separated from God.

 What about the Good Thief to whom Jesus 

promised “today you will be with me in 

Paradise” (Lk 23:43)?

Only Baptised Go To Heaven?

 What about still-births or aborted babies?

 God forms the child in the womb (Jer 1:5)

 God writes his/her name on the palm of His hand (Isa 

49:16)

 Then He condemn the child to Hell just because the 

child did not have a chance to be born?

 What about a genuinely good person that has 

no opportunity to accept God due to cultural or 

geographical barriers?

John 3:5 In Context

3Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 

the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ 
4Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after 

having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 

mother’s womb and be born?’ 5Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I 

tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 

born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, 

and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished 

that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” 8The wind 

blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but 

you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it 

is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’

John 3:3-8
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John 3:5 In Context

 “The wind blows where it chooses, … but you 

do not know where it comes from or where it 

goes.” (John 3:8)

 In Hebrew, wind = ruah

 Also translated as “Spirit”

 What does this mean? (Hint: the Good Thief.)

 What prompted the Good Thief’s conversion?

The Conversion of Cornelius (Acts 10)

 Cornelius had a vision of an angel:

“Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a 

memorial before God. Now send men to Joppa for a 

certain Simon who is called Peter …” (Acts 10:4-5)

 Peter had a vision where God asked him to eat some 

unclean animals.

“What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” 

(Acts 10:15)

 Peter went to Cornelius’ home.

“You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to 

associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me 

that I should not call anyone profane or unclean.” (Acts 

10:28)

The Conversion of Cornelius (Acts 10)

 Peter then preached the Good News.

 “44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon 

all who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who 

had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the 

Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 
46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 

God. Then Peter said, 47‘Can anyone withhold the water 

for baptizing these people who have received the Holy 

Spirit just as we have?’ 48So he ordered them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.” (Acts 10:44-48)

 The Holy Spirit came upon the people.

 Baptism became a logical bestowing of a formality.

What the Catechism says

1257 The Lord himself affirms that Baptism is necessary for 

salvation. He also commands his disciples to proclaim the 

Gospel to all nations and to baptize them. Baptism is 

necessary for salvation for those to whom the Gospel has 

been proclaimed and who have had the possibility of asking 

for this sacrament. The Church does not know of any means 

other than Baptism that assures entry into eternal beatitude; 

this is why she takes care not to neglect the mission she has 

received from the Lord to see that all who can be baptized 

are "reborn of water and the Spirit." God has bound salvation 

to the sacrament of Baptism, but he himself is not bound by 

his sacraments.

What the Catechism says
1259 For catechumens who die before their Baptism, their 

explicit desire to receive it, together with repentance for their 

sins, and charity, assures them the salvation that they were 

not able to receive through the sacrament. 

1260 … Every man who is ignorant of the Gospel of Christ 

and of his Church, but seeks the truth and does the will of 

God in accordance with his understanding of it, can be 

saved. It may be supposed that such persons would have 

desired Baptism explicitly if they had known its necessity.

[In other words, such persons desire Baptism implicitly.]

1258 The Church has always held the firm conviction that 

those who suffer death for the sake of the faith without 

having received Baptism are baptized by their death for and 

with Christ. This Baptism of blood, like the desire for 

Baptism, brings about the fruits of Baptism without being a 

sacrament.
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3 Types of Baptism

 Baptism by water (CCC 1257)

 Baptism by desire

 Explicit desire (in the case of Catechumens)

(CCC 1259)

 Implicit desire (CCC 1260)

 Baptism of blood (martyrdom)  

(CCC1258)

What about children who died 
without Baptism?
 “Let the little children come to me, and 

do not stop them; for it is to such as 

these that the kingdom of heaven 

belongs.” (Matthews 19:14)

 “Limbo” is not an official doctrine of the 

Church.

What the Catechism says
1261 As regards children who have died without Baptism, 

the Church can only entrust them to the mercy of God, as 

she does in her funeral rites for them. Indeed, the great 

mercy of God who desires that all men should be saved, and 

Jesus' tenderness toward children which caused him to say: 

‘Let the children come to me, do not hinder them,’ allow us to 

hope that there is a way of salvation for children who have 

died without Baptism. All the more urgent is the Church's call 

not to prevent little children coming to Christ through the gift 

of holy Baptism.

In other words, we don’t really know, but we entrust them to 

the mercy of God. 
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John 3:5 In Context

 “born from above” 2x (verse 3 and 7)

 “born of Spirit” 3x (verse 5, 6, 8)

 Jesus seemed to draw no distinction between 

the 2.

 “born of water” once (verse 5)

 Not by itself but in the context of “born of water 

and Spirit”.

Consistent with the teachings of CCC

 CCC 1257

 The Lord himself affirms that Baptism is necessary for 

salvation. 

 Baptism is necessary for salvation for those to whom 

the Gospel has been proclaimed and who have had 

the possibility of asking for this sacrament.

 God has bound salvation to the sacrament of Baptism, 

but he himself is not bound by his sacraments.

“I am the good 
shepherd. I know 
my own and my 
own know me. … I 
have other sheep 
that do not belong 
to this fold. I must 
bring them also, 
and they will listen 
to my voice.”

John 10:14.16

Q&A
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