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John Paul Prayer GroupJohn Paul Prayer Group

“Lord, I am not worthy that you “Lord, I am not worthy that you , y y, y y
should enter under my roof”should enter under my roof”

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who “Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.”those called to the supper of the Lamb.”

“Lord I am not worthy that you should enter“Lord I am not worthy that you should enterLord, I am not worthy that you should enter Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.”soul shall be healed.”

Matthew 8:5-13
5 When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to 
him 6 and saying, ‘Lord, my servant is lying at home paralysed, in 
terrible distress.’ 7 And he said to him, ‘I will come and cure him.’ 8 
The centurion answered, ‘Lord, I am not worthy to have you come 
under my roof; but only speak the word, and my servant will be healed.
9 For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I 
say to one, “Go”, and he goes, and to another, “Come”, and he comes, 
and to my slave, “Do this”, and the slave does it.’ 10 When Jesus heard 
him, he was amazed and said to those who followed him, ‘Truly I tell 
you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will 
come from east and west and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the heirs of the kingdom will 
be thrown into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, ‘Go; let it be 
done for you according to your faith.’ And the servant was healed in 
that hour.

Centurion Dialogue Centurion Dialogue 

“I also am a man under authority, with “I also am a man under authority, with 
soldiers under me.”soldiers under me.”
““No one in Israel have I found such faith.”No one in Israel have I found such faith.”

What just happen?

Clue:Clue: ““You would have no power over me 
unless it had been given you from above.” 
(Jn 19:11)

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who “Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.”those called to the supper of the Lamb.”

“Lord I am not worthy that you should enter“Lord I am not worthy that you should enterLord, I am not worthy that you should enter Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.”soul shall be healed.”

Who’s the servant now?

What do we mean …What do we mean …

1.1. Christ is the only true authority; we Christ is the only true authority; we 
are his servant.are his servant.



2

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who “Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.”those called to the supper of the Lamb.”

“Lord I am not worthy that you should enter“Lord I am not worthy that you should enterLord, I am not worthy that you should enter Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.”soul shall be healed.”

What roof?

John 2:18-22 (After Jesus Cleansed the Temple)
18 The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us 
for doing this?’ 19 Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ 20 The Jews 
then said, ‘This temple has been under construction for 
forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ 21 
But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that 
h h d id thi d th b li d th i t d thhe had said this; and they believed the scripture and the 
word that Jesus had spoken. 

Cleansing of the temple Cleansing of the temple 

Occurs in John 2, right after the Occurs in John 2, right after the 
wedding at wedding at CanaCana..

Is this chronologically correct?Is this chronologically correct?
If not, why did St John include it here?If not, why did St John include it here?, y, y

What do we mean …What do we mean …

1.1. Christ is the only true authority; we Christ is the only true authority; we 
are his servant.are his servant.

2.2. We acknowledge the need to We acknowledge the need to 
spiritually cleanse ourselves before spiritually cleanse ourselves before sp tua y c ea se ou se es be o esp tua y c ea se ou se es be o e
receiving Christ.receiving Christ.

Our Body Our Body –– The Temple of GodThe Temple of God

Why must Christ be incarnated with a Why must Christ be incarnated with a bodybody??
It is through the body that Christ’s ultimate It is through the body that Christ’s ultimate 
sacrifice is made.sacrifice is made.
“If there is no resurrection of the dead, then “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
Christ has not been raised. But in fact Christ Christ has not been raised. But in fact Christ 
has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have died.” (1 those who have died.” (1 CorCor 15:13, 20)15:13, 20)

Through the body, we share Christ’s glory in the Through the body, we share Christ’s glory in the 
promise of resurrection.promise of resurrection.

Lets dwell deeper into the “body” …Lets dwell deeper into the “body” …

Ephesians 5:21-32 (Wives, be subject to your husbands)
21 Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, be 
subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. 23 For the husband is 
the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the church, the body 
of which he is the Saviour. 24 Just as the church is subject to Christ, 
so also wives ought to be, in everything, to their husbands. 25 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her, 26 in order to make her holy by cleansing her with 
the washing of water by the word, 27 so as to present the church to 
himself in splendour, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the 
ki d th t h b h l d ith t bl i h 28 I thkind—yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish. 28 In the 
same way, husbands should love their wives as they do their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hates 
his own body, but he nourishes and tenderly cares for it, just as Christ 
does for the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 ‘For 
this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ 32 This is a great mystery, 
and I am applying it to Christ and the church.
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John Paul II TOB 19:3John Paul II TOB 19:3--44

“Man appears in the visible world as the highest expression “Man appears in the visible world as the highest expression 
of the divine gift, because he bears within himself the of the divine gift, because he bears within himself the inner inner 
dimension of the giftdimension of the gift. And with it he carries into the world his . And with it he carries into the world his 
particular likeness to God, with which he transcends and particular likeness to God, with which he transcends and 
also rules his ‘visibility’ in the world, his also rules his ‘visibility’ in the world, his bodilinessbodiliness, his , his 
masculinity and femininity, his nakedness. A reflection of this masculinity and femininity, his nakedness. A reflection of this 
likeness is also the primordial awareness of the likeness is also the primordial awareness of the spousal spousal 
meaning of the bodymeaning of the body pervaded by the mystery of original pervaded by the mystery of original 
innocence. Thus is this dimension, a innocence. Thus is this dimension, a primordial sacramentprimordial sacrament is is 
constituted, understood as a sign that constituted, understood as a sign that efficaciously transmits efficaciously transmits 
in the visible world the invisible hidden in God from eternityin the visible world the invisible hidden in God from eternity. . 
And this is the mystery of Truth and Love, And this is the mystery of Truth and Love, the mystery of the mystery of 
divine lifedivine life, in which man really participates.”, in which man really participates.”

The Primordial SacramentThe Primordial Sacrament

Marriage is the Primordial Sacrament Marriage is the Primordial Sacrament –– the the 
original sign through which we receive the grace original sign through which we receive the grace 
of God.of God.

Through a total gift of one’s body to the spouse, Through a total gift of one’s body to the spouse, 
we made visible in our marriage God’s gift to uswe made visible in our marriage God’s gift to uswe made visible in our marriage God s gift to us.we made visible in our marriage God s gift to us.

Our marriage on earth is a visible sign of our Our marriage on earth is a visible sign of our 
yetyet--toto--bebe--visible union with God in heaven.visible union with God in heaven.

In this way, when God created our bodies, he In this way, when God created our bodies, he 
has written mystery of His divine life into the has written mystery of His divine life into the 
spiritual DNA of our bodies.spiritual DNA of our bodies.

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who “Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.”those called to the supper of the Lamb.”

“Lord I am not worthy that you should enter“Lord I am not worthy that you should enterLord, I am not worthy that you should enter Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.”soul shall be healed.”

What supper?

Revelations 19:6-9 (The heavenly banquet)
6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great 
multitude, like the sound of many waters and like the 
sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out, ‘Hallelujah! For 
the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and 
exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and his bride has made herself ready; 8 to her it 
has been granted to be clothed with fine linen, bright and 
pure’ for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of thepure  - for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the 
saints. 9 And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are 
those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’

So, who’s the bride?

The Heaven BanquetThe Heaven Banquet

At every mass, Christ invites us to At every mass, Christ invites us to 
his wedding banquet.his wedding banquet.
But we are not just any guest …But we are not just any guest …

We are his bride!We are his bride!We are his bride!We are his bride!

When we walk down the aisle to When we walk down the aisle to 
receive Christ, we are walking down receive Christ, we are walking down 
the aisle as His bride!the aisle as His bride!

Gen 2:24 (They become one flesh)
24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and 
clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.

John 6:54-57
54 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have 
eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for 
my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Thosemy flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Those 
who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in 
them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me, and I live 
because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live 
because of me. 
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“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who “Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.”those called to the supper of the Lamb.”

“Lord I am not worthy that you should enter“Lord I am not worthy that you should enterLord, I am not worthy that you should enter Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.”soul shall be healed.”

What do we mean …What do we mean …

1.1. Christ is the only true authority; we Christ is the only true authority; we 
are his servant.are his servant.

2.2. We acknowledge the need to We acknowledge the need to 
spiritually cleanse ourselves before spiritually cleanse ourselves before sp tua y c ea se ou se es be o esp tua y c ea se ou se es be o e
receiving Christ.receiving Christ.

3.3. We acknowledge Christ as our We acknowledge Christ as our 
husbandhusband as we prepare to “walk as we prepare to “walk 
down the aisle” as His down the aisle” as His bridebride..

“This is the Lamb of God who takes away the “This is the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sins of the world. Happy are those who are sins of the world. Happy are those who are 
called to his supper.”called to his supper.”

“Lord I am not worthy to receive you but only“Lord I am not worthy to receive you but onlyLord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only 
say the word and I shall be healed.”say the word and I shall be healed.”

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who “Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.”those called to the supper of the Lamb.”

“Lord I am not worthy that you should enter“Lord I am not worthy that you should enterLord, I am not worthy that you should enter Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.”soul shall be healed.”

In Summary In Summary 

Christ is the true authority, we are his Christ is the true authority, we are his 
servants.servants.
Our body is the temple of God.Our body is the temple of God.
We carry in our bodies Christ’s sacrifices We carry in our bodies Christ’s sacrifices 
and the glorious promise of resurrection.and the glorious promise of resurrection.
Through our bodies, Christ calls us to an Through our bodies, Christ calls us to an 
eternal union with him.eternal union with him.
In humility, we come forth and accept In humility, we come forth and accept 
him, our eternal bridegroom. him, our eternal bridegroom. 

Q&AQ&A



5

Copy of this presentation may be 
downloaded from the Parish Web Site 
(http://www.johnpaulwilletton.org.au)

NoticesNotices

Copyright © Saint John & Paul Church . The content of this 
presentation can be accessed, printed, downloaded and 
reproduced for religious education and personal study that is not 
for a direct or indirect commercial use. Any content printed, 
downloaded or reproduced may not be sold or licensed in whole or 
in part in any manner or in or on any media to any person .

AMAZING GRACE
Newton/Rees

Amazing grace! 

How sweet the sound  

That saved a wretch like me  

I once was lost, 

but now am found,  

Was blind but  now I see

‘Twas grace that taught 

my heart to fear,  

And grace my fear relieved  

H i didHow precious did 

that grace appear  

The hour I first believed!

Thru’ many dangers, 

toils and snares  

I have already come   

‘Tis grace has broughtTis grace has brought 

me thus far,  

And grace will lead me home.
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